TWO ON A TOWER

door not to be disturbed. Now I am sorry to dis-
appoint you, but I have another engagement this
evening, so that it would be inconvenient to admit
you. To-morrow evening, or any evening but this, I
will show you the comet and any stars you like.'

They readily agreed to come the next night, and
prepared to depart. But what with the flagon, and the
pipes, and the final observations, getting away was a
matter of time. Meanwhile a cloud, which nobody
had noticed, arose from the north overhead, and large
drops of rain began to fall so rapidly that the conclave
entered the hut till it should be over. St. Cleeve
strolled off under the firs.

The next moment there was a rustling through
the trees at another point, and a man and woman
appeared. The woman took shelter under a tree, and
the man, bearing wraps and umbrellas, came forward.

' My lady's man and maid/ said Sammy.

* Is her ladyship here ?' asked the man.

4 No. I reckon her ladyship keeps more kissable
company/ replied Nat Chapman.

' Pack o' stuff!' said Blore.

' Not here ? Well, to be sure! We can't find her
anywhere in the wide house! I've been sent to look
for her with these overclothes and umbrella. I've
suffered horse-flesh traipsing up and down, and can't
find her nowhere. Lord, Lord, where can she be, and
two months' wages owing to me!'

' Why so anxious, Anthony Green, as I think yer
name is shaped ? You be not a married man?' said
Hezzy.

' 'Tis what they call me, neighbours, whether or no/

' But surely you was a bachelor chap by late, afore
her ladyship got rid of the regular servants and took
ye?'

* I were ; but that's past!'

' And how came ye to bow yer head to 't, Anthony ?
'Tis what you never was inclined to. You was by no
means a doting man in early time/
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